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by practicing the commandment to ‘‘Love 
your neighbor.’’ 

The Abrahamic faiths have been in conflict 
for so long, that most of us have forgotten 
that at the core of each of them lies that 
universal commandment: ‘‘Love your neigh-
bor.’’ By going back to this fundamental 
starting point ourselves, and encouraging 
our friends in the region to do likewise, we 
believe that we can construct some good will 
that we hope may help support a political 
settlement. 

We are not under any illusion that we 
alone can solve the conflict. My good friend 
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick and other 
community, political, business and religious 
leaders are coming together to share in the 
work of preparing the way for peace in the 
Holy Land. Together we hope that our com-
bined efforts can, in some small way, assist 
in paving the way for a just and lasting 
peace. 

It’s worth a try. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH 
BIRTHDAY OF PEARL RICHTER 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and honor that I congratulate 
Mrs. Pearl Marcus Richter of Toledo, Ohio, on 
the occasion of her forthcoming 90th birthday. 
Pearl will be celebrating this milestone event 
with family members, including two grand-
children, who will be gathering this weekend in 
the Washington, DC area where Pearl’s 
daughter and son have each settled. 

Pearl was born on April 6, 1917, in Indian-
apolis, Indiana, to immigrant parents (like so 
many other fine Americans) on that momen-
tous day in history during which Congress de-
clared war against Germany and the United 
States entered the conflict in Europe that be-
came World War I. Her mother was ill during 
most of her childhood and Pearl was always 
a great help in the home. Pearl graduated 
from Shortridge High School in Indianapolis in 
1934 at the age of 17. By then, her mother 
had passed away, leaving Pearl to be the fe-
male head of a household that included her 
father and one older and one younger brother. 
In 1940, life changed dramatically for Pearl. 
She met Morris A. Richter in February, it was 
love at first sight, and in May they married and 
moved to Terre Haute, Indiana, where Morris 
worked. 

For nearly 15 months, December 1944–Feb-
ruary 1946, Pearl was at home alone to care 
for a daughter, born in 1940, and a son, born 
in 1944, while Morris served in the American 
Area Campaign of the U.S. Navy. Both chil-
dren share the same birthday, July 18, and 
Pearl always jokes that it was because her 
husband was an accountant. In the summer of 
1958, the Richter family moved to Toledo, 
Ohio, where Morris had taken a job with the 
federal government, and into a house on Chel-
tenham Road in the Old Orchard district. 
Daughter Ceceile Kay graduated from the Uni-
versity of Toledo in 1963 and son Sheldon Jay 
graduated from Ohio State University in 1967. 
Pearl was at both graduations but unfortu-
nately Morris was not; he had died of a heart 
attack in October 1961, just weeks after his 
46th birthday. Pearl went to work soon after-
wards as a sales clerk with Petrie Stores and 

had worked her way up to assistant manager 
before she retired. 

Pearl has always been active in her syna-
gogues and taught Sunday School in both 
Terre Haute and Toledo. In Toledo, she is a 
member of B’nai Israel Synagogue and its Sis-
terhood and its Synagogue Organized After-
noon Program. She is also an active member 
and was an officer for several years in the 
Friendship Club, one of many activities she 
enjoys through the Jewish Family Services 
Senior Adult Center. Pearl lived in Kenwood 
Gardens for over 35 years and since late 2001 
has enjoyed living at Carriage House East 
where she is regular caller at monthly bingo 
and a semi-regular in an informal poker club 
in which she is one of the youngest members. 
Pearl’s favorite activity besides working cross-
word puzzles is mah jongg, and she plays as 
frequently as she can. She is a member of the 
National Mah Jongg League, having joined 
soon after its inception in 1937, and she is al-
ways the first in her groups to learn the rules 
changes each year. 

Even more so than any of the above, her 
family and friends know Pearl as a favorite 
baker. Pearl used to bake almost every day 
and most of this she would give away. Now 
she has cut her baking back to a few times a 
month. A visitor to her home is always served 
a cup of steaming hot coffee or, perhaps, 
fresh-squeezed lemonade or limeade, and a 
baked dessert. If something fresh is not on the 
counter, her visitors need not worry. There are 
always tins of baked goods in her freezer. Her 
family has been wishing for some time that 
Pearl would move to the Washington, DC area 
where one of the pleasures, besides her com-
pany, will be the ritual of opening her freezer 
to see what baked goods are inside. Pearl has 
always been generous about sharing her rec-
ipes. Family members and close friend Bea 
Goldman have now sent copies of these rec-
ipes to Pearl’s daughter, who will be com-
bining them with recipes in her collection and 
from her memory into a recipe book to be pro-
vided to guests after the dinner in honor of 
Pearl’s birthday. 

I join with Pearl’s family and friends in wish-
ing her a most joyous birthday, spent looking 
back in fond recollection and looking forward 
to future years. Congratulations and best wish-
es! 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHILIP DEPOIAN 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and honor an individual whose serv-
ice to the people of City of Los Angeles is as 
a model to us all. His dedication, talent, and 
integrity played a role in building Los Angeles 
to the cultural and cutting edge city it is today. 

Philip Depoian dedicated nearly 34 years to 
the City of Los Angeles, serving under four 
Mayors and many city council members. He 
began his career with the city as Mayor Tom 
Bradley’s first Scheduling Director and there-
after as Special Counsel. Mr. Depoian subse-
quently became the Intergovernmental Liaison 
to the Mayor, to the Police Department, and to 
Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA). During 
his time with the mayor, Mr. Depoian took a 

leave of absence to work on the International 
Presidential Advance Planning for the White 
House during a portion of the Jimmy Carter 
Administration. 

In 1994, Mr. Depoian was appointed by 
Mayor Tom Bradley to the position of Deputy 
Executive Director for the Government and 
External Affairs of Los Angeles World Airports 
that includes representation for all four of 
LAWA’s airports: Los Angeles International 
Airport, Ontario International Airport, Palmdale 
Regional Airport and Van Nuys Airport. With 
his extensive knowledge of governmental af-
fairs, legislative analysis, international relations 
and public policy, he oversaw many divisions 
at LAWA including Environmental Manage-
ment, Noise Management, Public Affairs and 
Rideshare. He also launched the Air Service 
Marketing Division and developed a multi-fac-
eted approach to market LAWA’s regional air-
ports 

Through Mr. Depoian’s efforts, LAWA was 
able to expand its market overseas by cre-
ating marketing offices in Tokyo and London. 
He played a key role in re-establishing pas-
senger service in Mexico and reopening U.S. 
Customs and Immigration there. It was 
through Mr. Depoian’s leadership that LAWA 
was able to create sister-airport cooperative 
agreements with airports in Inchon, South 
Korea, and Beijing and Guangzhou, China. 

Mr. Depoian is retiring to spend more time 
with his wife, Julie Pastor Depoian and their 
daughter, Katie. His retirement from city serv-
ice will leave a great void to all who depended 
on his sage advice, his tenacity, his charm 
and intelligence with which he approached all 
tasks. He has served the city at several ca-
pacities and his innovation and expertise has 
helped Los Angeles keep pace with its mis-
sion as an economic hub. 

It is with great pleasure that I take this op-
portunity to express my thanks, and that of a 
grateful city, to Philip Depoian for his years of 
dedication to public service. I wish him suc-
cess and happiness in all his future endeav-
ors. 
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KATRINA HOUSING TAX RELIEF 
ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
submitting the CBO cost estimate on H.R. 
1562, the Katrina Housing Tax Relief Act of 
2007. 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, March 23, 2007. 
Hon. CHARLES B. RANGEL, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 

Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
estimate for H.R. 1562, the Katrina Housing 
Tax Relief Act of 2007. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Emily Schlect. 

Sincerely, 
PETER R. ORSZAG. 

Enclosure. 
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